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□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12 4) 

U international preliminaiy examination (under Rules 55.2 and/br 55.3) 

report as "originally filed" and are i&mm^ U " der Art,Cle 14 are referred to in thi * 



Description, Pages 
1-20 

Claims, Numbers 

8-23 

1-7 

Drawings, Sheets 
1/1 



as originally filed 
as originally filed 

received on 28.02.2005 with letter of 25.02.2005 
as originally filed 



□ a sequence listing andybr any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4 - ffbS^tet^-s s^^nsrsLW to th w rt and iisted be,ow 

Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)) considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If Item 4 applies, some or ell of these sheets may he marked "superseded. ■ 
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1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 






No: 


Claims 


1-23 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 






No: 


Claims 


1-23 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-23 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 



Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability- 
citations and explanations supporting such statement ' 

Reference is made to the following documents: 
D1: US-A-5 573 619 
D2: US-A-5 565 049 
D3: US-A-4 886 701 
D4: US-A-5 626 512 

D5: US-A-5 681 361 cited by the applicant 

The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

The document D5 discloses: 
a method of making an abrasive article according to the features of claim 1 , especially the 
use of prebond web is mentioned as well as the use of dry particulate material, see 
respectively column 4, lines 60 to 63 and lines 46 to 59. 

Dependent claims 2 to 23 do not contain any features which, in combination with the 
features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in respect of 
novelty and/or inventive step, see documents D1 to D5 and the corresponding passages 
cited in the search report. 
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1 . A method of making an abrasive article, including the steps of 

(i) forming a three-dimensional lofty nonwoven fibrous web contacted with dry 
particulate material that includes fusible binder particles; 

(ii) exposing the web to conditions that cause the binder particles to form a flowable 
liquid binder, and then solidifying the liquid binder to form bonds between the fibres of 
the web and thereby provide a lofty pre-bonded web having more than 50% 
intercommunicated voids; and 

(iii) applying abrasive particles to the pre-bonded web, and bonding the abrasive 
particles to the fibres of the pre-bonded web to provide the abrasive article. 

2. A method as claimed in claim 1, in which step (i) comprises forming fibres into a 
three-dimensional nonwoven web, and then contacting the web with the dry particulate 
material. 

3. A method as claimed in claim 1, in which step (i) comprises mixing fibres with the dry 
particulate material, and then forming the mixture into a three-dimensional nonwoven 
web. 

4. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, in which the fibres of the 
web comprises synthetic fibres or natural fibres or mixtures thereof. 

5. A method as claimed in claim 4, in which the fibres of the web comprise polyamide 
fibres. 

6. A method as claimed in claim 4, in which the fibres of the web comprises coco, sisal 
and/or hemp fibres. 

7. A method as claimed in any one of the proceeding claims, in which the fusible binder 
particles comprise thermosetting or thermoplastic materials. 
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